
Welcome to the Special Health Edition 
of the TBA Newsletter.   
 
When we first embarked on expanding 
the pedigrees of the TDR-registered 
UK Tamaskan Dog, we did so with the 
intention of determining potential 
health problems in the breed.   
 
As we learned of all of the lines and 
breeds that were used to create the 
dogs we have now, we discovered that 
the UK Tamaskan Dog does indeed 
have some undesirable genes,  some 
of which have shown up in the first 
couple of US litters of UK Tamaskan 
Dogs.  These conditions  include epi-
ƭŜǇǎȅΣ !ŘŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ ǳƴǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 
renal disease, juvenile cataracts and 
hip dysplasia.    
 
A glance at the conditions listed on 
this public health database shows 
Blustag lines, the foundation kennel of 
the UK Tamaskan Dog, as being a large 
contributor to many of these condi-
tions.   
 
In this edition of the newsletter, we 
have focused on several areas of po-
tential concern due to their presence 

in the UK Tamaskan Dog pedigree.   
While the mere thought of these seri-
ous conditions affecting our dogs may 
be disconcerting, it is better as breed-
ers to know exactly where we are 
starting, with the intention that 
through DNA testing, health testing 
and careful breeding practices we will 
move closer to a very  healthy breed.   
 
Aatu breeders are committed to ensur-
ing, as much as practicable, that all lit-
ters represent an improvement over 
their parents.  Only in this way can we 
move forward with measurable goals 
and marked success.  We would like to 
thank the major contributors to this 
newsletter Trish Schall, Kimberly 
Monagas, Regina Skarzinskas and Dana 
Bettger.     
 
This issue also launches our health    
database website. Please visit 
www.aatutamaskanbreeders.com 
for more information on its official re-
lease.           
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²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƭŘ ǿƛǾŜǎΩ ǘŀƭŜǎ -  
those bits of wisdom, steeped in tradition 
and passed along without question from 
generation to generation.  As our methods 
have become more sophisticated, our 
minds more inquiring,  and the tools for 
testing and research more advanced, these 
tales have been put to the test.  While 
some have a grain of truth to them, many 
have been found to be more about per-
sonal opinion than facts validated by sci-
ence. 

 

The care, feeding, breeding and manage-
ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŘƻƎǎ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ǿƛǾŜǎΩ 
tales passed along from breeder to breeder.  
One of the more common traditions put to 
the test and under fire is the concept of 
limited breeding.  For decades it was be-
lieved that breeding a bitch once a year, or 
skipping a heat cycle between breedings, 
was healthier for the bitch.  On the outside, 
one can see how that might make intuitive 
sense.  After all, many canine breeders have 
ƘŀŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
use a break after having a baby?  For many 
years that was the best information avail-
able.  As puppy mills came on the scene, it 
also became practical and served as a way 
to distinguish a serious, responsible breeder 
from a puppy mill. 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻƭŘ ǿƛǾŜǎΩ ǘŀƭŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ  ǘƘŀǘ 
has proven to be more fiction than fact.  
Research in canine reproduction and health 
has blasted this myth wide open.  Of pro-
found importance is our understanding that 
the canine, and especially the bitch, is 
unique when compared to all other domes-
tic species.   The hormones estrogen and 
progesterone found in all females are re-
sponsible for managing reproductive func-
tions. They are produced in the ovaries, al-

though progesterone is also produced in 
the adrenal gland. These hormones work 
hand in hand and both must be available 
in the right quantities to achieve the de-
sired balance in a healthy female.   While 
most animals ovulate into an estrogen 
bath, the bitch ovulates into a progester-
one environment. When a bitch ovulates, 
whether we breed her, don't breed her, or 
pretend she's not in season,  progesterone 
HAMMERS the uterine lining for sixty-plus 
days. (Hutchison 2002 Seminar) 

 

The progesterone level is NOT affected by 
pregnancy. In the cow for example, if the 
uterus does not get communication from 
the fertilized egg by day 16, the whole 
process starts over again. In the bitch, you 
don't have that luxury. (Hutchison 2002 
Seminar) 

 

Even though the bitch's body produces the 
progesterone, progesterone is inflamma-
tory to the uterine lining.  Therefore,  after 
a heat cycle, the bitch's uterus is never as 
healthy as it was before the heat cycle.   
So, starting with the very first cycle, the 
normal uterus moves from healthy tissue 
towards  an endometritis,  to endometrial 
hyperplasia (when the uterus starts to 
thicken), to the development of cysts as a 
result of the continual progesterone on-
slaught of every heat cycle.    When little 
cysts form, the uterus becomes altered in 
a way that affects its defense mechanism. 
A healthy uterus rejects bacteria and has a 
remarkable ability to clear infection. The 
uterus itself is naturally sterile but there 
are lots of bacteria in the vagina, and the 
formation of cysts is a precursor to the 
situation where the uterus is unable to 
defend itself from bacteria. In the normal 
course of events, the progesterone eleva-
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tion causes the cervix to shut off the uterus 
from infection and isolate the uterus for the 
puppies to develop. With the cysts, the pro-
gesterone still shuts off the uterus, but if 
there is already infection, it is able to grow 
within the uterus and the dog gets sicker 
and sicker. This sets up the potential for the 
bitch to develop pyometra.   Pyometritis is a 
hormonal disease, of which the infection is 
only secondary.  Each time the bitch goes 
through a non-pregnant estrus cycle she has 
another chance to get pyometra (Gilbert 
1998). 

 

Does this mean that every bitch should be 
bred back to back?  The answer is obviously 
no.  The decision of when and whether to 
breed should always be based on the health 
and conditioning of the bitch and the size 
and circumstances of the previous litter.   

 

Breeding dogs is a responsibility not to be 
taken lightly.  Breeding a litter should begin 
with knowledge and passion.  Without pas-
sion, the breeder will have no desire to 
ƭŜŀǊƴΦ  ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ŀ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
much of a breeder.   (D. Gerrish)  There is no 
άǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊέ  ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
breeding dogs, but better  decisions on 
when to breed, how to breed and to whom 
to breed are made by those breeders who 
are both passionate and educated. 

 

You can learn more from the below sites: 

 

AKC frequently sponsors breeder education 
seminars and Symposia  http://
www.akc.org/breeders/symposia.cfm 

Robert V Hutchison, DVM  http://
www.zoominfo.com/people/van%
20Hutchison_Robert_93069059.aspx 

Myra Savant Harris 
http://www.myrasavantharris.com/repo.
html 
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Cryptorchidism is a common genetic de-
fect among male dogs wherein one or 
both testicles do not descend into the 
scrotum.  Cryptorchidism can occur in iso-
lation as the only male defect, or in asso-
ciation with other sex-related disorders.  
This condition has been recognized in dogs 
for a long time.  The general term is used 
to describe one of three conditions.  Cryp-
torchidism means cryptic or hidden testi-
cle.  When only one testicle is found in the 
scrotum, the condition is defined as unilat-
eral cryptorchid if the other testicle is hid-
den with the body,  or mono-cryptorchid  
if only one testicle was formed during de-
velopment.  When neither testicle can be 
palpated,  the condition is called bilateral 
cryptorchidism.   
 
While a dog with only one descended tes-
ticle is commonly called a monorchid, a 
true monorchid only has one testicle.    
¢ƘǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘŜǎǘƛŎƭŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ άŎǊȅǇǘƛŎέ ƻǊ 
hidden, but was never formed.  When 
there are no testicles present, the dog is 
considered anorchid.  Generally the ab-
sence of one or both testicles is relatively 
rare.    
 
Studies have shown that at birth, the dogs 
testicles are located midway between the 
kidneys and the inguinal ring.  At two 
weeks after birth, they are usually midway 
between the inguinal ring and the scro-
tum.  The final scrotal position is usually 
reached around 7 to 8 weeks of age.  
There are specific lines and families of 
dogs where the testicles may take up to 6 
months to reach the normal scrotal posi-
tion.  While some may  suggest this time 
ŦǊŀƳŜ ƛǎ άǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǊŀƴƎŜέΣ  ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ 
done in mice have demonstrated that the 
delayed descent of the testes actually may 
be a less severe form of cryptorchidism 

and is usually seen in lines where the inci-
dence of this condition is high.   
 
Genetic research to date has shown that 

cryptorchidism is likely to be inherited as a 

single autosomal recessive gene that is sex 

limited.  The term autosomal means that 

the chromosome responsible for the con-

Řƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά·έ ƻǊ ά¸έ ŎƘǊƻƳƻπ

some.  Being a recessive trait requires a 

contribution from both the male and the 

female in order to be expressed.  If only 

one parent passes the trait to a male 

puppy, that dog will be a carrier.  The 

dominant counterpart (inherited by the 

other parent) will be expressed and the 

dog will appear normal, but will be able to 

transfer the potential for the condition to 

his get.   

 

A sex limited trait is one that phenotypi-

cally expresses itself in one sex.  So if the 

puppy is a male, a puppy with two reces-

sive genes for cryptorchidism, will be a 

cryptorchid or monorchid adult.  But the 

same genetic code in the female will cause 

no abnormalities.  This is important be-

cause, the female is a carrier just as much 

as the male; however there is no way to 

determine if she has one or both comple-

ments of the cryptorchid gene. 

 
The incident of both delayed descent of 
the testicles and cryptorchidism/       
monorchidism in the UK Tamaskan Dog is 
relatively high.  Despite the fact that this 
research has been available for more than 
a decade, founders of the UK Tamaskan 
Dog continue to breed carriers, thus pro-
ducing monorchid males and unidentified 
carriers. This indiscriminate breeding prac-

Page 4 

MONORCHIDISM 
b y  R e g i n a  S k a r z i n s k a s  

òGenerally the 

absence of  one or 

both testicles is 

relatively rareó.  

Spec ia l  Ed i t i o n  Hea l th  I s sue   

LYCAN & BEAR                

ALBA TAMASKANS,         

SCOTLAND 



TAMASKAN BREEDERS ASSOCIATION        

tice has resulted in monorchid carriers 
throughout most of the UK Tamaskan pedi-
gree lines.  Oxbow Leva-Neve (Oskari) , 
noted to be the most influential male in the 
Tamaskan pedigree has produced at least 
three monorchid carriers.  These monor-
chid carriers have produced monorchid 
males and yet continue to be used in the 
UK Tamaskan Dog breeding program. 
 
It has been shown in other animals, such as 
pigs and goats, that the prevalence of cryp-
torchidism in herds can be reduced over 
time by selecting against this trait. That is, 
cryptorchid animals, and male and female 
parents of cryptorchid animals were not 
used as breeding stock.   
 
The TBA has tried to identify as many 
monorchid males as the TDR or individual 
puppy owners have been willing to dis-
close.  Based on the presence of monorchid 
males in a litter, we have identified a large 
number of carriers and potential carriers.  
Armed with this information, Aatu Tamas-
kan breeders are making a concerted effort 
to remove this gene from our breeding 
stock, by not breeding two carriers.  Even-
tually we hope to identify and exclude all 
carriers and males with delayed descent 
from our breeding stock.  But this is several 
years and many generations off because of 
the prolific number of carriers in the UK 
Tamaskan Dog population. 
 
In the interim, several Aatu breeders are 
participating in a study being done by Cor-
nell University to identify the genetic mark-
ers for this condition.  A DNA test to detect 

carriers of this genetic condition will allow 
us to identify and exclude  carriers from 
our lines.  This is one condition that Aatu 
breeders hope to eliminate from future 
lines. 
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The TBA has spent a considerable amount of time researching pedigrees and restoring 
Kennel names and registered names to the pedigrees created by the TDR.  In the proc-
ess we have been able to expand pedigrees at least several generations  beyond the 
TDR pedigrees.  The importance of complete and accurate pedigrees cannot be over-
stated.  Pedigrees are considered sacrosant by breed clubs such as AKC and FCI as they 
historically trace the development of the breed. 
 

We have recently discovered that dwarfism  can affect Czech Wolfdog and Malamute 
lines.  In fact, the sire of a puppy from an affected line also sired Oxbow Leva-Neve, 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ hǎƪŀǊƛΦ   ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ hǎƪŀǊƛΣ ǿƘƻ  ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢5w ŀǎ άǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
ŘƻƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƳŀǎƪŀƴ ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜέ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘǊŀƛǘΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ 
TBA breeders who have a dog with Oskari in their pedigree are advised to have their 
dog tested for the gene. More information on testing is provided at the end of this re-
port. 
 
Dwarfism is a condition in which the growth of the individual is very slow or delayed. 
There are many forms of dwarfism, but they generally fit into one of two categories: 
proportional and non-proportional.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-proportional canine dwarfs are afflicted by an abnormal development of cartilage 
or bone.  The most common feature of non-proportional  dwarfism is a normal sized 
body and head on misshapen, short legs that are usually bowed.  This is also called 
chondrodysplasia or chondrodystrophy.  With the exception of the disproportionate 
legs, the dog appears otherwise normal.    Breeds commonly afflicted by non-
proportional dwarfism are Havanese and Malamutes.  Research done at Texas A&M 
University has shown that this hereditary condition is likely related to cholesterol syn-
thesis.   
 
tǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘǿŀǊŦƛǎƳ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǇƛǘǳƛǘŀǊȅ ŘǿŀǊŦƛǎƳέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ 
by a dysfunction of the pituitary gland.  As this gland regulates hormones,  pituitary 
dwarfism is  defined as decreased bodily growth due to hormonal problems. The end 
result is a proportionate little dog, because the height as well as the growth of all other 
structures are decreased. 
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The pituitary gland is a pea-sized mass of tissue at the base of the brain. Functionally, it 

is divided into two parts: the anterior pituitary and the posterior pituitary.  

¶ The anterior pituitary secretes growth hormone (GH), thyroid-stimulating hor-
mone (TSH), follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH), luteinizing hormone (LH), 
adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH), and prolactin.  

 

 ¶ The posterior pituitary releases antidiuretic hormone (ADH) and oxytocin.  
 

Since the pituitary gland controls much of the activity of other glands, it is not surpris-

ing to see abnormalities in other hormones such as thyroid in affected dogs, and thus 

the inability to grow a normal coat.   

Dwarfism begins in young dogs when inadequate amounts of growth hormone are pro-

duced.  Growth hormone is secreted by the pituitary gland and has many effects on the 

body including control of growth rate, maintenance of hair coat, and bone and teeth 

development.  
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Affected puppy with littermate 

at 3.5 months of age. 

Affected dogs appear normal 
at birth, but show evidence of 
failure to grow by two to three 
months of age.  

        Reprinted with permission 

     Reprinted with permission 



Symptoms include small stature compared to littermates, retention of puppy coat, hair 

loss, darkening of the skin, delayed eruption or absence of permanent teeth, a shrill 

bark, small testicles and sometimes infertility in the male, absence of heat and some-

ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴŦŜǊǘƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΦέ 

                   

 

 

 

 

  

Pituitary dwarfism is believed to be an autosomal recessive trait.  In other words, it is 
not related to the X and Y genes (autosomal) and , as a recessive genetic trait,  the con-
dition only becomes apparent when the puppy receives one defective gene from both 
parents.  Dwarfism develops when two defective genes are present together.  When 
only one defective gene occurs, the dog is a carrier of the condition, but does not show 
any signs of dwarfism.  Although dwarfism is most common in the German Shepherd, it 
has also been reported in other breeds, such as the Sarloos Wolfhound and the Czech 
Vlcak.   

 

A DNA test for dwarfism has been developed for these breeds and is currently available 
through Utrecht University in the Netherlands.  For a copy of the request form for the 
Tamaskan Breed please contact regina@ConchurTamaskans.com.  The test requires 4 
ml of blood.  According to the researcher, Dr. Hans Kooistra,  no special handling or 
shipping is required when sending the blood sample from the US. 
 

IŀŘ ǿŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ άhǎƪŀǊƛέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢5w ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜǎ ŀǎ hȄōƻǿ bŜǾŀ-Leve, 
we would have missed this potentially important health issue.  Now, while our numbers 
are small, we can easily test all dogs who have Oskari (Oxbow Leva-Neve) in their lines 
and ensure that pituitary dwarfism will not show up as a health issue in the Aatu.   

TBA breeders are educated, pro-active breeders who are dedicated to the health and       
vitality of the Aatu Tamaskan breed.   
 
References: 
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months of age.    This puppy is being 

treated with medication.  If she 

were not,  the size difference would 

be even more dramatic. 

Reprinted with permission 
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Canine Epilepsy as told by Tamaskan, Rightpuppy Fairbanks, aka Juneau: 

 

I was born a registered Tamaskan, 86G2, on December 16, 2007.  My canine parents 
are Blustag Wanderer, Moose, and Moonstone Lovelight, Tasha.  My adoptive human 
parents found me that following January.  If you ask them, they picked me out of my 
litter of ten, but unknowingly I selectively choose them! 

 

My life journey with my human family started out well.  I was accepted into a house-
hold that already contained one small dog, three cats and fish.  For my first eight 
months, I quickly went through spurts eventually growing into my gangly legs and large 
ears.  I showed no signs of any health concerns.  Then one day in October, at ten 
months of age, I lost consciousness.  My human parents explained to me that I was 
having a seizure.  A seizure is caused by an electrical storm in the brain.  My normal 
brain cells use electrical and chemical signals to communicate with each other.  This 
communication can either be excitatory, tending to activate the next neuron, or inhibi-
tory, tending to shut the next neuron off.  A delicate balance of these excitatory and 
inhibitory influences on any given neuron determines whether it is going to become 
activated and pass information on.  If my balance shifts too far towards excitation, too 
many cells may become too excited and the result is I seize.  In my case, as well as 
most dogs, seizures occur most commonly when we are relaxed or asleep. 

 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
reason why.  They inevitably made an appointment with my local vet.  Initial tests that 
were run include: 

ϊ  physical exam: an evaluation of the heart, lungs, abdomen, gum color, etc. which 
provide clues to diseases that may be causing the seizures or may complicate treat-
ment. 

ϊ  neurological exam: an evaluation of my behavior, coordination, reflexes and nerve 
function which provide clues to disease of the nervous system. 

ϊ  CBC, routine serum chemistry and UA: blood and urine samples are taken and ana-
lyzed which rule out metabolic causes and provides data to monitor effects of medica-
tion. 

ϊ  bile acids assay/ammonia tolerance test: rules out liver problems and provides data 
to monitor effects of medication. 

ϊ  thyroid function test: blood sampling analyzed for T4 and TSH levels to rule out thy-
roid disease. 

 

When all testing at my local vet came back clean, it was recommended that I be seen 
by a neurologist.   The neurologist put me under general anesthetic as more advanced 
testing was needed and included: 

.  MRI or CT brain scan: evaluates the structure of the brain to rule out diseases such as 
brain tumors. 
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ϊ  spinal tap: spinal fluid is collected and analyzed to look for infectious diseases and 
possible clues to other brain diseases (i.e. distemper or encephalitis). 

ϊ  antibody titers: blood and/or spinal fluid is analyzed for antibodies which identify 
specific causes of an infection. 

ϊ  toxin test: blood or other sample tested for the presence of a toxin. 

ϊ  EEG:  the recording of brain waves to look for the electrical storm. 

In my case, these tests came back clean as well. 

 

All of the above tests are run to rule out symptomatic or secondary epilepsy, seizures 
caused by known underlying factors.  Primary epilepsy, also referred to as idiopathic, 
genetic, inherited or true epilepsy, has no known cause and was my diagnosis.  Idio-
pathic epilepsy, the single most common canine seizure disorder, is reported to occur 
in anywhere from 0.5 to 5.7 percent of all dogs.  Dogs, like me, with idiopathic epilepsy 
frequently begin seizing at between one and three years of age. 

 

My human parents would describe my seizures as generalized, tonic-clonic or grand 
mal and not focal or partial seizures.  A classic seizure can have three phases, the aura 
or prodrome, the ictus or seizure itself, and the post-ictal (post-seizure) behavior.  Dur-
ing the aura I sometimes act anxious, seek attention or occasionally withdraw and 
hide.  During the ictus, my muscles will stiffen and I fall to my side with legs stretched 
out and head back.  My eyes will remain open although I am no longer conscious.  
Most of the time I will vocalize, drool and my face will twitch.  This tonic phase of the 
seizure is very brief and gives way to the rhythmic movements, clonic phase, typically 
consisting of chomping, jerking and running movements of my limbs.  Breathing can be 
erratic and difficult during this time.  A typical seizure will last from one to two minutes 
from its onset followed by the post-ictal phase.  At first, I lay motionless for a while, 
and once I get up I am very disoriented.  I tend to pace about the house, easily bump 
into things, and drink and eat excessively.  This behavior tends to resolve after any-
where from thirty minutes to a few hours.  On occasion I suffer from cluster seizures, 
or multiple seizures one after the other.  If these culminate into a continuous seizure a 
condition called status epilepticus occurs.  This state requires immediate emergency 
veterinary care otherwise exhaustion, hypoglycemia, hyperthermia, oxygen depletion, 
brain damage, memory loss, comma, or heart failure may occur. 

 

There is no cure for idiopathic epilepsy and most dogs require life-long therapy to con-
trol their seizures.   I am given antiepileptic medications only to decrease the number 
and severity of my seizures.  Their purpose is to decrease or eliminate the cluster sei-
zures which can be life threatening.  The first choice for me and most commonly used 
medication was Phenobarbital.  Potassium bromide and diazepam are also used indi-
vidually, but in my case potassium bromide was added in addition to the Phenobarbital 
as my seizures persisted.  The combination of these drugs helped control my seizures 
for several months at a time.  However, they did come with side effects such as seda-
tion, upset stomach and thirst and appetite stimulation.  Phenobarbital is eliminated 
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by the liver and therefore can cause liver damage with long term use.  For this reason, I 
have routine blood panels run to help avoid potential problems.  After a year on this 
combination of medications, my seizures started reoccurring more frequently and my 
Phenobarbital dose was increased.  During this time, my human parents noticed my 
increased stumbling and weaving side effect from the potassium bromide.  My vet 
therefore recommended a new treatment using the human drug Keppra in addition to 
the Phenobarbital.  I am now more energetic and have my coordination back.  Other 
drugs known to treat epilepsy are primidone, dilantin, valium and gabapentin.  Diet 
also plays an important role in the management of canine epilepsy.  It is recommended 
that you feed a kibble that is preservative free, cook for your dog or raw feed.  Re-
cently I have been switched to a raw diet and have been happy and thriving. 

 

How did I come about having idiopathic or inherited epilepsy?  Epilepsy has been 
proven to be hereditary in several breeds and is suspected in numerous others.  In 
some of these breeds data suggest a very simple single autosomal recessive (the most 
common mode of inheritance for genetic conditions in dogs) gene disorder: autosomal 
meaning that the gene is present on one of the chromosomes known as the autosome, 
and recessive meaning that the dog has to have two copies of the recessive mutation 
before it is clinically affected.  A dog with one recessive and one normal version of the 
ƎŜƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǇƛƭŜǇǎȅ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
feasible to assume that my canine parents, Blustag Wanderer and Moonstone 
Lovelight, are both carriers.  From this mating, it is expected that I had a 25% chance of 
being epileptic, 50% chance of being a carrier and 25% chance of being normal.  If only 
one of my canine parents had been a carrier, I would have been either a carrier or clini-
Ŏŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΦ  LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ¢ŀƳŀǎƪŀƴ ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ .ƭǳǎǘŀƎ ƭƛƴŜŀƎŜΣ 
ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŦƛǾŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǎƛǊŜΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŘŀƳΩǎΣ 
has been the carrier of this disease.  Therefore, it will be very difficult to eradicate 
these traits as this recessive gene is carried in a population of outwardly normal dogs.  
However, research, test matings with new, out-crossed lines, and the conscientious 
use of this information in breeding programs of the TBA can help lower the future inci-
dence. 

 

For referenced material and more detailed information visit: 

www.upei.ca/~cidd/intro.htm 

www.bsdaofgb.co.uk/idiopathic_epilepsy.htm 

www.canine-epilepsy.com 

www.canine-epilepsy.net 

 

http://www.upei.ca/~cidd/intro.htm 
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If you have any questions or would like some 

information on the AATU Tamaskan or the TBA 

please contact us at: 

 

Email: info@tamaskanbreeders.com  

Website: http://www.tamaskanbreeders.com 

 


