
 Happy 4th of July!  As summer 2011 gets 
into full swing and those vacation plans    
become a reality, our TBA family is in the 
midst of some exciting developments.  In 
this edition of our newsletter we present 
Alaskan Noble Companion Dog (ANCD) pup-
pies recently adopted by two of our TBA 
breeders.   This is a long term commitment 
by our breeders to expand the gene pool 
and provide an infusion of traits which will 
bring us closer to our breed standard.   We 
discuss the importance of outcrosses in this 
issue. 

Over the last few months we have had sev-

eral individuals express an interest in       

becoming   TBA breeders.   Becoming a 

breeder is an awesome experience and 

brings with it great responsibility.  Species 

arise out of natural selection but canine 

breeds are manmade.  They are created by 

artificial selection out of the endless diver-

sity of the canine gene pool.  Three facets 

contribute to breed identity: ancestry, pur-

pose and type.  It is important for breeders 

to understand these concepts as they select 

breeding pairs.  The bottom line is that any 

specific breed is only an unstable manmade 

variation which would not survive un-

changed in the natural world without hu-

man management.  Thus, especially when 

working with a new rare breed, a healthy 

cadre of foundation dogs, well educated 

breeders and a strong mentorship program 

are some of the more important keys to 

success.   As you embark on this wonderful 

journey with us, we are excited to be able 

to welcome you and offer our thanks,     

congratulations and support.    In this issue 

we have an article that addresses an issue 

that any breeder must learn to handle..  

managing  your kennel when the girls are in 

heat. 

Now that the weather is warmer and win-

dows are opened, those of us with more 

vocal pups are dealing with issues of unac-

ceptable barking.  This month Dana tackles 

this issue. 

We have expanded our overall membership 

as we have had two litters of puppies born 

in 2011.   Please feel  free to provide pic-

tures, articles of interest or helpful hints for 

our newsletter.  The newsletter comes out 

quarterly and your contributions are       

welcome and appreciated! 

HAPPY SUMMER! 
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Ann Dresselhaus, creator of the Alaskan 
Noble Companion Dog (ANCD), began this 
breed from purebreds and mixes that she 
chose for foundation stock. A geneticist 
and well-respected canine enthusiast and 
breeder, Dresselhaus is extremely knowl-
edgeable in a variety of areas, including 
the true creation of a new breed. She has 
been willing to share that knowledge with 
us so that we are better informed and ex-
perienced in our pursuits for the Aatu. 

ANCD foundation dogs came from all over 
the US. During this process, Dresselhau- 
maintained an end goal in temperament 
and appearance, keeping the best one or 
two pups from each litter to continue. The 
OFA and CERF website show quite a few 
Nobles listed as the ANCD breed or 
'hybrids' (simply mixed breeds). The Foun-
dation stock dogs were listed under that 
category since they were not yet 'Nobles'. 
[Note: Do not confuse Ann Dresselhaus 
with Noble Pawz in Canada. While NP does 
own one ANCD from Dresselhaus (Wicca), 
all other dogs are wolves or wolfdog 
crosses and not ANCDs.]  

The ANCD foundation stock came from an  
mix of seven breeds. Dresselhaus used five 
dog groups/type, the seven foundation 
breeds being: Retriever group (the Black 
Lab), Northern working group (the Alaskan 
Malamute, the White Siberian Husky), 
Sheep Guarding group (the Great Pyre-
nees), Herding group (the White German 
Shepherd Dog, the Border Collie), and 
Sighthound group (the Greyhound). With 
an end-goal clearly in mind, Dresselhaus 
created the following breed standard, in 
part: 
 
άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ ¢ŜƳǇŜǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ !ƭŀǎπ
kan Noble Companion Dog: 

The Alaskan Noble Companion Dog is an 
eclectic breed and the ultimate generalist. 
The ideal dog is capable of almost any kind 
of work including herding, carting, agility, 
obedience, lure coursing, tracking, mush-
ing, therapy dog work, and some Schutz-
hund events. Individual dogs will excel in 
various areas, but the breed as a whole is 
capable of producing competitors in any of 
these areas. This is a low maintenance 
breed in the sense that it is robust and 
long-lived, but higher maintenance in the 
sense that it has an active mind and body 
that prefers to be occupied with problems 
to solve and experience life to the fullest 
which includes a keen observation style. 
 
This breed is a good companion indoors 
and out. The adult is not so high energy 
that it is bouncing off the walls of the 
house when left alone, but seldom is a 
'couch potato' until well into old age (its 
later teen years).  
 
He is capable of being an 'alert' dog that 
knows when something is worth paying 
attention to by directing your attention via 
voice and body posture. He is friendly 
enough to get along casually with other 
dogs. Attempting to bite another dog is a  
disqualification. 

Alaskan Noble Companion Dog  

By Kimberly Monagas  

άThe dogs should move 
effortlessly, single 

tracking while moving at 
a trot, appearing as if 
the body is suspended 
in the air from above 
ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƳŀǊƛƻƴŜǘǘŜΦ ά 
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Alaskan Noble Companion Dog cont.  

By Kimberly Monagas  

 
Individuals of the breed may be somewhat 
aloof to strangers, but not apprehensive, 
standing their ground and showing confi-
dence to meet overtures without themselves 
making them, while others may be openly 
extroverted to all strangers. They should be 
observant and vigilant of new situations and 
people, not switching loyalties easily yet all 
must be capable of eventually warming up to 
a friendly stranger. 
 
General Conformation of the ideal Alaskan 
Noble Companion Dog: 
 
The ideal Alaskan Noble Companion Dog is 
between 26" and 33" tall and weighs 60-110 
pounds. The females may be much smaller 
than the males occupying the lower end of 
the weight and height spectrum. 
 
The ideal eye color is yellow, green, grey, or 
blue with amber (or gold) being common. The 
lighter the eye color the better, with dark 
brown eyes being considered a minor fault.  
 
The body color should be as gradually 
blended as possible giving a natural progres-
sion from one color to the next with a mini-
mum of sharp transitions. White markings on 
the feet or chest are to be minimized. All col-
ors including solid colors, dilute colors, and 
white are acceptable with multiple-banded 
fur being very common giving the appearance 
of many color hues in the same dog. A tightly 
curled tail as in an Akita or an Alaskan Mala-
mute is a fault. The tail curvature is to be 
minimized. 
 

Coat ranges in length from that of a typical 
German Shepherd to that of a longer-haired 
Alaskan Malamute with the ideal lying some-
where in-between. The ideal coat length and 

thickness, achieved by a thick seasonal un-
dercoat beneath coarse guard hairs, does 
not require daily brushing, yet is long 
enough and thick enough to withstand the 
coldest North American winters in the dog's 
prime. When in full coat, a substantial neck 
and cheek ruff should be visible. The neck 
and cheek ruffs should be maximized. Curly 
hair is a fault. Slightly wavy hair is a minor 
fault. 
 
Front legs should appear close together 
from the front compared to most other 
breeds, similar to the larger Sight Hounds. 
The dogs should move effortlessly, single 
tracking while moving at a trot, appearing as 
if the body is suspended in the air from 
above like a marionette. Solid color nose 
leather is desirable. Black is preferred to 
pastels. Distinct spots on the nose are a 
fault.  

²ƛǘƘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘƻƎǎΩ 
pedigrees and a clear vision of the ideal 
Aatu, we are very excited about introducing 
this breed and what it will add towards the 
achievement of the ideal Aatu Tamaskan. 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ !ƭŀǎƪŀƴ 
Noble Companion Dog 
is between 26" and 33" 
tall and weighs 60-110 

ǇƻǳƴŘǎΦ Φέ 
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As some of you may know, Catori Aatu 

Tamaskan had a Oopsie litter in May.  

What is an Oopsie litter? Well it is a un-

planned and unexpected breeding. I can 

tell you that I was horrified when I 

found Catori and Articus tied in the 

yard.  She had been in heat for 3 weeks 

already and I had kept them separated 

successfully so far.   

The day it happened, Articus was in his 

Kennel which I thought was a safe place 

he could not get out of.  I kept Catori in 

the house, and only let her in the yard 

to do her business. Well, I had just let 

her outside and went back inside, figur-

ƛƴƎ LΩŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƘŜǊ р ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƘŜǊ 

thing. Well that is all it took, Articus got 

out of the Kennel by the time I got back 

outside they were tied.  So here I was, 

panicked and very upset knowing that 

they were both still so young.  I knew 

not to separate them because that 

could injure them.  I watched the next 5 

minutes until they came apart. I imme-

diately called Reggie (Conchur Tamas-

kan) to see if she had any advice. But as 

Reggie explained to me there was noth-

ing I could do. Only hope for the best 

and prepare for the worst. I did re-

search online to see if I could prevent 

her from getting pregnant, but there is 

not a morning after pill for dogs unfor-

tunately.   

As a dog owner and new Breeder I felt 

it was my responsibility to be vigilant 

and ensure that I kept them separate. I 

had let my guard down and become 

complacent and that is why Articus was 

able to get to Catori.  Sure I didn't know he 

could get out of the kennel, but I should not 

have left her alone. I called the Vet and was 

told that the only way to not have pups 

would be to get Catori spayed.  He stated 

that she was old enough to have puppies and 

that I shouldn't beat myself up, and that this 

happens even to the most experienced 

breeders.   

Well the end result is our Spirit of the Mighty 

Wolf Litter that was born 11 May, 2011. Ca-

tori did a great job. She had 7 puppies all of 

which are healthy.  Catori and Pups are all 

doing well.  

What have I learned from this experience: 

· Make sure you take notes when your dog 
goes in heat, how long and the signs she 
displays.  

· Know your female dog's heat cycle so you 
can prepare 

· Keep the male and female separated. 
Have at least one back-up plan.  

    
· Be especially careful your dog does not 

escape during her cycle.   

· If you let her go outside in the yard, make 

sure you supervise her.                                 

· Keep your dog under control at all times.      

· Consider boarding your male dog if you 
are not able to keep him away.  

· Never leave your female dog unattended 

while in heat. 

· Don't forget to keep gates, fences and 

doors always closed. 

· Avoid at all costs the dog park or other 

places where your female is likely to en-

counter intact males.  

Oopsie Litter  
by Dana Bettger & Regina Skarzinskas  

ά!ǎ ŀ ŘƻƎ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
new breeders I felt it 
was my responsibility 

to be vigilant and 
ensure that I kept 
ǘƘŜƳ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜΦέ 
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Oopsie Litter  cont.  

by Dana Bettger & Regina Skarzinskas  

Conchur shares with us her experience with 

Oopsie litters:   

¢Ŝŀ ŀƴŘ wƻǎǎΧΦ  Tea is so clean that I barely 

even realize when she is in heat.  Usually, it is 

because my boys are following her around.  

Apollo, my only other boy was in the house at 

the time and I was not being diligent about 

watching her cycles.  I walked out of the 

shower and found Tea and Ross on the bed.  I 

tried to shussed them off and    discovered 

they were tied.  YIKES!    RESULT:  Five beauti-

ful puppies, 3 of which are service/therapy 

dogs. 

Natcha and Apollo  -  All of the Havanese  girls 

were in heat so we had boys and girls sepa-

rated by sex AND breed.. it is quite a circus 

around here when the girls go in heat 

LOL.  Inna was between puppies and I went 

down stairs to let the girls out potty. The boys 

were sequestered in the garage.  Inna had a 

puppy, I took a phone call and then went to 

bring the girls in. (so the girls were out for 

about 30 minutes.)  All of the girls except 

Natcha came in.  To this day I do not know 

how Apollo got out of the garage!  Two po-

tential show quality pups.  Oopsie and Daisy 

are still too young to be evaluated. 

My Bouvier Alistaire was the result of an Oop-

ǎƛŜ ƭƛǘǘŜǊΧΦ    Mom was in heat.  Mom and dad 

were in separate cages but in the same 

room.  The dogs managed to move the cages 

( and these are large cages for 100 lb dogs!) 

and tied while each was in a separate 

crate.  !ƭƛǎǘŀƛǊŜ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

dog when she was under seizure watch.  Now 

that she is leaving for college, we have re-

homed Alistaire.  His new mom suffers from 

fibromyalgia and MS.  Her vet told her that 

while there are wonderful service dogs, Alis-

taire has the heart of a service dog.  She told 

me that she did not know how she would 

have survived the last six months without 

him. 

And, you too, will have wonderful stories of 

the people whom your pups have touched.   

So what have I learned? 

1.  Mark all heat cycles and start watching 
2 weeks before they are scheduled to be 
due (wipe the area with tissue before 
sending them out for the first potty in 
the morning.  As you start doing that 
you will see changes and become an ex-
pert in the early signs that your bitch is 
going into heat. 

 
2. Separate the dogs AND watch them, 

too!  Do not fall into a false sense of se-
curity that there is NO WAY they can get 
together.  These are smart dogs.  

 
3. Do not rely on modest barriers like 

gates, crates, cages, x-pens to keep 
them apart.  A male can smell a female 
in heat more than a mile away.  And 
when the girl is ready to be bred, not 
only is the boy completely over-
whelmed, but the bitch is standing for 
him and they go to extraordinary lengths 
to make it happen.   

 

 

άDo not fall into a false 
sense of  security that 
there is NO WAY they 
Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ 
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Have you ever had  a neighbor whose dog 

was constantly barking and driving you 

crazy? Or maybe your yourself have a dog 

whose constant barking is testing your pa-

ǘƛŜƴŎŜΦ ²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƎΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

dogs, and most dogs will bark, whine and 

howl at times - ƛǘϥǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ 5ƻƎΩǎ 

way to communicate with humans and to 

express themselves. 

Dogs bark for a variety of reasons, some 

good, some not so good. Sometimes barking 

is a welcoming signal, other times not. 

Sometimes dogs bark briefly, and other 

times they just won't quit.  In order to deal 

with a barking problem, you first need to 

know why your dog is barking.   

Dogs don't bark just because they can 

(though it might seem that way at times). If 

you listen to your dogs bark you will hear 

that your dog has different barks.  You will 

eventually learn your dog's different barks. 

Understanding the reason why your dog 

barks is the first step towards controlling the 

behavior. In general, dogs will most com-

monly bark for the following reasons: 

Warning/Alert: It is natural for a dog to bark 

when someone is at the door or when 

strangers pass the house or the doorbell 

rings. Many dogs will bark if they sense 

some type of threat,  it is their way of saying 

"I'm here protecting this place." The sound 

of this bark is usually sharp, loud and au-

thoritative. 

 Anxiety:  A high pitched bark is many times 

a sign of  being  anxious . It is often high-

pitched and  sometimes accompanied by 

whining. This type of barking is common for 

dogs with separation anxiety. 

Playfulness/Excitement:  When a dog is play-

ing with other dogs or human you will hear this 

type of barking.  The sound of this bark tends 

to sound cheerful and lively.  Like my dogs, t 

hey will bark excitedly  like this when I get the 

leash out or the Frisbee and they know they 

are about to go for a walk or get to play out-

side.  

Attention-seeking:  Dogs that bark for atten-

tion are pushy individuals who insist on getting 

their way, and  want to be the center of atten-

tion. With this type of dog you won't be able to 

sit peacefully and relax.  He will instead bark in 

your face demanding to have a ball thrown, to 

be allowed on someone's lap, to be given food 

from the table, etc.  (Dr. Nicholas Dodman).   

 Boredom:  Sometimes dogs will bark because 

they are bored.  This type of bark sounds like a 

monotone bark that can drive you up the wall. 

Though it tends to be annoying, it is also kind 

of sad. Bored dogs often bark to release excess 

energy, and sometimes bark out of loneliness. 

They usually need an activity and perhaps even 

a companion (Jenna Stregowski, RVT) . 

Responding to Other Dogs:  I am sure we have 

all experienced this type of bark.  One dog 

down the street starts barking, and one by one 

the rest of the neighborhood dogs join in.  
 

Prevent and Stop Excessive Barking 
Once you establish the cause of your dog's ex-
cessive barking, you can begin to control the 
behavior. The best way to put a stop to        
excessive barking is to try and remove any 
probable sources of the behavior. You also 
want to be certain not to unintentionally en-

Why does your Dog bark?  
By Dana Bettger  

ά!ǎ ŀ ŘƻƎ ƻǿƴŜǊ 
and new breeders I 

felt it was my 
responsibility to be 
vigilant and ensure 

that I kept them 
ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜΦέ 
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Why does your Dog bark? Cont.  
By Dana Bettger  

courage the barking. Here are some things 
you can do:  
¶ Ignore bad behavior and only respond with 

attention when the dog is quiet. 
¶ Don't scold your dog, because that is at-

tention and just like with children any at-
tention is better than none at all.  

¶ Walk your dog at least twice dailyτƛǘΩǎ 
good exercise, both mentally and physi-
cally.  

¶ Teach your dog to fetch a ball or Frisbee 
and practice with him as often as possible. 

¶  Teach your dog a few commands or tricks 
and practice them every day for five to 10 
minutes. 

¶ Consider taking your dog to a training 
class.  This allows you and your dog to 
work together toward a common goal. 

¶ When you are not home provide safe, in-
teresting toys to keep your dog busy, such 
as Rawhide Bone or toys filled with treats.  

¶ If your dog is barking to get your attention, 
make sure he has sufficient time with you 
on a daily basis (petting, grooming, play-
ing, exercising).  

¶ ¢ŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎ ŀ άǉǳƛŜǘέ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ 
he begins to bark at a passerby, allow two 
ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōŀǊƪǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŀȅ άǉǳƛŜǘέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊπ
rupt his barking by shaking a can filled with 
pennies or squirting water at his mouth 
with a spray bottle or water squirt gun. His 
surprise should cause him to stop barking 
momentarily.  

¶ If your dog barks while inside the house 
ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƘƛƳ ƻōŜȅ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άǎƛǘέ ƻǊ 
άŘƻǿƴΣέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
ǘǊŜŀǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ōŀǊƪƛƴƎ 
by enticing your dog to bark at things he 
hears or sees outside. Remember to pay 
ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 
quiet too, so that he comes to associate 
such behavior with attention and praise. 

 
¶ Have your dog spayed or neutered to de-

crease territorial behavior. 

¶ "Do not hug your dog, talk soothingly, or 

otherwise play into your dog's barking. 

Your dog may then believe there really 

was something of which to be alarmed, 

afraid, or anxious. This reinforces her be-

havior and she will likely bark even more 

the next time"  (Holly Nash, DVM, MS). 

 
According to Dr. Holly Nash, DVM there are 
many different types of collars on the mar-
ket that can be used.  Some work through 
electrical stimulation, other use an annoying 
ultrasonic sound, and there are some that 
even spray a smell that is offensive to the 
dogs, but not to us when the dog barks.  
These should be used as an addition to the 
behavior modification if needed.  Be aware 
that Collars alone will not alleviate the prob-
lem. The collars don't always produce the 
preferred effect.  "For some of these hard-
core barkers, the punishment for barking is 
not sufficient to get them to stop. They 
would rather bark and be punished than not 
bark at all. For dogs who bark when they are 
anxious, the collar's correction may make 
them even more anxious" (Holly Nash, DVM, 
MS).  
In order for these things to work you will 
need to be consistent. Behavior modification 
can only work if you follow through and are 
persistent in your approach.  
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The more than 300 distinct canine breeds 

in existence today represent only a frac-

tion of the possibilities inherent in the ca-

nine gene pool.   In actual fact, there is no 

limit to the number of unique combina-

tions possible.   The current rage of 

άŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ ŘƻƎǎέ  όŜΦƎΦ ƭŀōǊŀŘƻƻŘƭŜǎΣ ōƻȄπ

weilers,  cadoodle, Chinese Frise) are evi-

dence of efforts to continue to create new 

and different combinations.   

 

What constitutes a breed?   

A breed is often distinguished by three 

factors.  First, is the pedigree or ancestry 

of the foundation dogs.  All of the dogs 

descended from a small, unique set of 

dogs define a breed.   Breeds are also dis-

tinguished by their purpose or job.   AKC 

classifies dogs by their utility and so we 

have working dogs and herding dogs, com-

panion dogs, sight hounds, etc.   And a 

breed is defined by its breed standard.  

The breed standard defines the specific 

size, build and general appearance of the 

dog.  It is this breed type by which distinct 

breeds  become recognizable.  And of 

course one of the most defining character-

istics of a breed is that it is manmade.   

 

When starting out with a new breed, it is 

important that the breeder pay attention 

to all of these breed-defining factors, with 

the overall goal being a healthy, viable,  

easily recognizable breed with the struc-

ture, temperament and aptitude to do the 

work for which it was developed.    Gener-

ally this starts with a small pool of dogs 

which represents the foundation stock.   

When a stud book is open, such as ours, it 

allows for the inclusion of additional founda-

tion dogs in the gene pool .  At some point, the 

stud book becomes closed and the size of the 

gene pool at that time becomes restricted and 

limited.   The stud book and selection of foun-

dation stock represents the ancestry/pedigree 

of the dog breed.  Using the breed standard as 

a guide breeders evaluate their breeding stock 

against the breed standard, noting the faults 

and assets of the bitch, with the goal of finding 

a complementary stud to  improve on the 

faults.    

 

The ability to critically evaluate breeding stock 

and make conscious decisions towards im-

provement is paramount to the success of the 

breed.  Recognizing the limitations of the small 

numbers of foundation stock and considering 

the inclusion of other breeds to provide those 

improvements often leads to the selection of 

outcross breeds early in the development proc-

ess.   The work of the breeder is twofold, to 

stabilize those characteristics that are desir-

able and to improve on the faults,  working  

closer and closer towards the breed standard.  

  

How is this accomplished?    

Depending upon the goal, breeders consider 

one of three breeding options. The first is 

called inbreeding.  Inbreeding is used when the 

breeder wishes to stabilize desirable traits.  It is 

the most intensive approach to accomplish this 

goal.  While inbreeding can quickly and effi-

ciently stabilize desirable traits, hidden reces-

sive genes are more likely to express them-

selves.  Inbreeding father/daughter, brother/

sister is often used in the early stages of a 

breeding program for a new breed and a       

review of the UK Tamaskan Dog pedigree    
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ά! ōǊŜŜŘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
distinguished by three 
factors.  First, is the 

pedigree or ancestry of 
ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻƎǎΦ έ 
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Breeding Strategies and Breed Development cont.  
By Regina Skarzinskas  

confirms the early use of inbreeding.   While 

our human instincts find inbreeding distaste-

ful, this is a common practice in animal hus-

bandry. 

 

The second technique is called line breeding.  

Line breeding involves breeding less closely 

related family members such as grand-

mother/grandson, uncle/niece.  Line breeding 

accomplishes the same goal as inbreeding but 

at a much slower pace and with fewer expres-

sions of recessive traits.   

 

The third technique is called outcrossing.  
Outcrossing is the practice of introducing un-
related genetic material into a breeding line. 
It increases genetic diversity and reduces the 
probability of the genetic expression of reces-
sive genes as well as genetic abnormalities.  
Outcrossing is used in line-breeding to re-
store vigor or size and fertility to a breeding 
line.  
 
Outcrossing refers to mating unrelated indi-

viduals of the same breed.  An outcross can 

also represent a complementary but different 

breed altogether, this is also called out-

breeding.   Outcrossing within the breed is 

what is typically done in most breeding pro-

grams.  However, when the genetic pool is 

small and choices are limited, it is often nec-

essary to look to other breeds to provide ge-

netic diversity and hybrid vigor.   

 

Just as with an outcross, the selection of an 

outcross breed (outbreeding)  is subject to 

detailed scrutiny.  An evaluation of the assets 

and faults of the bitch and potential stud, a 

comparison of both against the breed stan-

dard and a clear understanding by the 

breeder of the goals of the outcross breed-

ing are paramount.   The TBA has set up a 

committee to evaluate a potential outcross 

breeding that our TBA breeders wish to con-

sider and carefully weigh the information 

provided by the breeder to ensure that the 

use of an outcross will improve on the 

breed.  

 

The use of all of these methods leads to the 

creation of a breed.  All are acceptable when 

goals are clearly identified.  Since its incep-

tion TBA breeders have discussed the need 

for outbreeding and how to select potential 

outcross breeds.   

 

In this issue, you will meet Mystique (Ta-

Kari) and Rook (Buckhorn), two Alaskan No-

ble Companion Dogs, that we hope will de-

velop into viable foundation dogs.  No deci-

sions will be made until these pups mature, 

but based on the ANCD breed standard, we 

hope that these puppies will provide the size 

and coat that we are looking for while main-

taining the health, temperament and apti-

tude of the Aatu Tamaskan breed.  Only af-

ter we are assured that the puppies will pro-

duce progeny within our breed standard, will 

they be added as  

foundation stock.    

 

In addition to the ANCD, we 

are also evaluating several 

other potential breeds 

 which can move us toward 

a more perfect Aatu.     

 

More to follow..... 

άDo not fall into a false 
sense of  security that 
there is NO WAY they 
Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ 
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