
Happy New Year to all Aatu owners, 
breeders and future hu-moms and hu-
dads! 

The New Year is a good time to evaluate 
the progress of the past and chart a 
course for the future; count our blessings 
and pay it forward knowing that good 
karma brings more good karma. And, 
there is no better way to start the new 
year than to acknowledge those who 
have contributed towards our success. 

A big round of applause to our Newslet-
ter Editor, Dana.  She consistently puts 
out a quality newsletter  of which we can 
all be proud. This year we published our 
first Special Edition on Health Issues. 
This is a major step forward as the UK 
Tamaskan Dog (UK cousin of the Aatu 
Tamaskan) has long been advertised as 
having none. Information, resources and 
personal experiences came together in a 
wonderful Newsletter which addressed 
the concerns of many pet owners, the 
health of our dogs, and is an invaluable 
resource to current and future Aatu 
breeders. Dana has recently taken on 
the job of correspondence secretary for 
the TBA. She can be reached directly at 
bettgerk@aol.com . 
 
Kudos to Trish, who is our Recording 
Secretary for the TBA.  Without good ac-
curate records, not only of the develop-
ment of the TBA, but also the foundation 
of the Aatu breed, we would  be limited in 
our ability to gain formal recognition for 
the Aatu Tamaskan. Our  recordkeeping, 
stud book, meeting minutes, etc are all in 
line with the goal of formal kennel club 
recognition.  At this point, our numbers 

are small and we must continue to 
demonstrate that we are producing 
Aatu Tamaskans generally within our 
standard. Trish has done an out-
standing  job maintain all of these im-
portant pieces as well as keeping us 
informed about issues that may impact 
the Aatu. Trish has been part of the 
TBA since its inception and we owe her 
a big round of applause for a job well 
done! 

Currently active breeders, Kim (Ta-Kari 
Tamaskans)  and  I (Conchur Tamas-
kans) are happy to announce that we 
have produced three litters of puppies 
in 2010. With the gracious assistance 
of their owners, we are following these 
puppies and cataloging important fea-
tures such as masks and tails, as well 
as overall growth, development and 
health.  Kim is also responsible for our 
pedigree database which dovetails with 
the TBA health database. By ensuring 
that we have accurate, multigenera-
tional pedigrees we can do a better job 
identifying potential disease carriers 
and assist  breeders in eliminating po-
tential health concerns. Kim has done 
a yeomanôs job collecting and codifying 
this information and, personally, I  
sometimes get dizzy just wondering 
how she is able to keep this all at her 
fingertips. 

I am interested in health issues.  As a 
result of some excellent research and a 
few good friends, we have identified 
two new genetic diseases 
(degenerative myeolopathy and pitui-
tary dwarfism) which may affect some 
of our lines. The good news is that both 
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As dog owners we have all seen firsthand 
how destructive chewing behaviors can 
be. At times these destructive behaviors 
can really test your patience and love for 
your four-legged family members. 

Have  you ever asked yourself if chewing 
is really a destructive behavior ?  The an-
swer is that it is only destructive if your 
dog is chewing on the wrong thing.  The 
truth is that chewing is a natural behavior 
for dogs.  They use their mouths to ex-
plore the environment in the same way 
that humans use their hands as investiga-
tive tools. According to the ASPCA every 
new puppy or dog owner should expect a 
certain amount of destruction from curios-
ity-based or tension-relieving oral tenden-
cies of the pet. See article on this at  

http://www.aspcabehavior.org/articles/7/
Destructive-Chewing.aspx). 
 
So what are we supposed to do about 
this. Well it really is quite simple, the so-
lution to the problem lies in puppy proof-
ing your home.  As with any type of be-
havior you want to change, one of the 
most important things to do is control the 
environment. We learn to put shoes in 
the closet, put things out of reach and  
pups in the crate when we are not ac-
tively supervising them. In order to avoid 
having something valuable or sentimen-
tal destroyed by your dog, make sure to 
give him something that's okay to chew. 
You need to dog-proof your house if you 
wish to change the behavior and redirect 
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have DNA tests available, so breeders 
can ensure that their dogs are not af-
flicted and/or not carriers.  This is a 
huge step forward.  Still on the horizon 
are the research results from Cornell 
Univeristy which we hope will eventu-
ally identify genetic components for 
monorchidism and provide a DNA test 
to identify carriers of this condition. 

While we have added some future 
breeders as well as stud owners, we 
lost one of our Aatu Breeders this year.  
Elizabeth Wilson at Alba Kennels, de-
cided earlier this year to withdraw her 
membership in the TBA.  Many of you 
have Aatus with the Alba lines in your 
pedigree and the quality of her dogs 
was unquestionable.  We wish Liz well 
in all of her future endeavors! 

We have also added nearly a dozen 
new members to the TBA.  We encour-
age you to  volunteer your time and 
your skills.  If you look at past issues of 

the newsletter we have articles from new 
owners, recipes for treats, first aid  infor-
mation, etc.  Those of you who are in-
volved in any special training such as 
therapy, service work, or even obedience 
and agility are welcome to send articles to 
Dana for inclusion.   The more we share 
information, the better  educated and pre-
pared all of us will be. 

The TBA was founded as a collegial or-
ganization dedicated to the promotion of 
the Aatuôs growth, health and develop-
ment as an established breed.  We are all 
in this together. Whether you are a 
breeder or the proud owner of an Ambas-
sador of the Breed, you are all part of a 
unique group of dog owners. 

         Congratulations and thank you! 

Hereõs to a terrific 2011! 
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your dogs attention to the items he/she 
can chew on.  
 
What can you do?  
 
Well, to begin with you can make the ac-
tivity safe for him (and easier on you) by 
getting him his very own chew toy. . I 
have found Rawhide Treats to be very 
effective and they also have the benefit 
of cleaning your dogs teeth.   
 
Having three dogs in the house I can tell 
you that  when you walk in my door you 
will find lots of Dog Toys laying around 
the whole house. I have found it to be 
effective to have chew toys in every 
room so that when my Puppies want to 
chew on something its readily available 
to them. And the best thing is they don't 
go looking for something else such as a 
shoe or a sock.                        
        
Every dog needs a great chew toy. It can 
bring your playful pup tons of fun! A good 
chew toy will satisfy his natural urge to 
chew, help keep his life interesting and 
keep him contentedly entertained for 
hours on end. It can also help break   
your dog of those destructive chewing 
behaviors. 
 
One of the favorite chew toys and least 
expensive is a Bottle Cruncher. It is a 
inexpensive toy that your dog will have 
lots of fun with. It is a fabric cover that 
you put an empty water bottle in.  Just 
listen ... when they toy gets "quiet," you'll 
know that your dog has pretty much de-
stroyed the empty water bottle inside. 
Just pull open the Velcro tabs and pop in 
a new bottle.    
 
 
 
 
 

When it comes to choosing which toys to 
give your dog, these are the some things 
you should look out for :  
  
¶ Safety  . Only allow him those toys 
and balls which cannot be chewed apart 
or accidentally swallowed. Also, be 
aware  of small items that are attached to 
a Toy such as bells, buttons and the     
Squeakers that are inside of the toy,       
they can be hazardous if chewed off of       
a toy and swallowed.   
 
¶ Durability.  Good chew toys should    
      last a  long time.  
 
¶ Fun . If it s not, your puppy won't want  
      to play with it.   
 
¶ Ease of cleaning . After all, who 

wants to spend all of their time clean-
ing toys? 

Instead of attempting to restrain your 

puppy's chewing tendencies, you should 

constructively direct the chewing towards 

acceptable items such as his chew toys. 

Avoid giving your puppy discarded 

socks, shoes, sneakers or other articles 

of clothing. While some dogs may learn 

to tell the difference between those 

things which are his and those which are 

yours, most dogs cannot.  

For more information on destructive 

chewing you can go to. 

http://www.petplace.com 

http://www.aspca.org 
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Long before dog food companies de-
cided that if people could eat packaged 
food, so could dogs, the family dogôs 
diet came directly from the table and 
from the wild.  A combination of hunted 
game, raw scraps and cooked items left 
over from dinner provided the primary 
source of nutrition.  A balanced diet was 
achieved over time.  While it is true that 
some animals fell victim to parasites and 
disease when the food source was con-
taminated, history is replete with inci-
dents of contaminated foodstuffs afflict-
ing human populations as well.   As we 
have made our own raw food sources 
safer, these safety measures have done 
the same for the raw food sources for 
our dogs.  And, I might add as we have 
discovered the health problems in our 
society from reliance on prepackaged 
ñbalancedò food, we are all moving back 
towards a natural diet of fresh food. 

While food inspections and better, 
healthier food sources may make us 
less concerned about our food safety, 
there are still many myths and miscon-
ceptions about raw feeding our dogs.  
Letôs take a look at a couple of them. 

1. Dogs are too domesticated and can 
no longer handle a raw diet.  
 
It is true that humans have changed 
dogs, however we have only changed 
their external appearance and tempera-
ment, NOT their internal anatomy and 
physiology. The claim that dogs cannot 
handle a raw diet because they are so 
domesticated is only true in that we 
have been feeding them commercial 
diets for so long that a dog's system is 
not running up to par. The result of feed-
ing dogs a highly processed, grain-
based food is a suppressed immune 
system and the underproduction of the 

enzymes necessary to thoroughly digest 
raw meaty bones (Lonsdale, T. 2001. 
Raw Meaty Bones). This does NOT 
mean, however, that the dog does not 
"have" those enzymes. Those enzymes 
are present, and once the dog is taken off 
the grain-based, plant matter-filled food 
those enzymes quickly return to the 
proper working level that allows for opti-
mal digestion of raw meaty bones. 
 
2. There are two myths with regards to  
bacteria.  First that bacteria will make my 
dog ill and second that dogs will transfer 
the bacteria to humans.  Letôs start with 
the first one. 
 
Yes, the bacteria in raw meat might hurt 
your dog IF the dog already has a weak-
ened system or some underlying health 
problem.   In actual fact, dogs can handle 
bacteria very well. Their saliva contains 
lysozyme, an enzyme that destroys harm-
ful bacteria and their short digestive tract 
is designed to push through food and bac-
teria quickly without giving bacteria time 
to grow. The extremely acidic environ-
ment in the gut is also a deterrent to bac-
teria growth. People often point to the fact 
that dogs shed salmonella in their feces 
(even kibble-fed dogs do this) without 
showing any ill effects as proof that the 
dog is infected with salmonella. In reality, 
all this proves is that the dog has effec-
tively passed the salmonella through its 
system with no problems. Yes, the dog 
can act as a salmonella carrier, but the 
solution is simpleðdo not eat dog poop 
and wash your hands after picking up af-
ter your dog. 
 
Raw diet critics use concerns about trans-
ferring bacteria to humans as a main rea-
son for not feeding raw. Yes, there is bac-
teria in raw meat. Yes, this bacteria can 
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harm you. Yes, this bacteria is sometimes 
shed in dogs' feces. So if a raw-fed dog 
licks you, are you going to get sick? I sup-
pose all things are possible, but on the 
whole: no, you will not get sick. This bac-
teria does not persist in the mouth of a raw
-fed canine. Remember, dog saliva con-
tains lysozyme, which destroys bacteria, 
but more importantly, the absence of 
plaque means the dog's mouth is no 
longer a hospitable place for bacteria to 
inhabit. A kibble-fed dog's mouth, how-
ever, provides the perfect environment for 
bacteria growth: plaque-covered teeth with 
sugary and starchy complexes provide 
both food and shelter for bacteria. The 
bacteria thrive in the mouth of a kibble-fed 
dog because it provides both a perfect at-
mosphere and a good food source 
(Lonsdale, T. 2001. Raw Meaty Bones.). 
Why does a kibble-fed dog have stinky 
dog breath? Because of the bacteria in 
their gums and on their teeth (just like the 
bacteria in our mouths gives us halitosis). 

A raw-fed dog's mouth provides neither 
food nor a viable atmosphere for bacteria, 
which is why a raw-fed dog has odorless 
breath.   Rather than being overly con-
cerned, if you have a healthy immune sys-
tem, being licked and in contact with a raw-
fed dog will not affect you other than boost-
ing your immune system. This is the same 
thing for kids: being around and licked by a 
raw-fed dog will do nothing but boost their 
immune systems and help them grow up 
into happy, healthy adults. 
 
Next month:  Myths about balance and nu-
trition.  
Comments or questions can be directed to  

 regina@ConchurTamaskans.com   
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These dog treat meatballs have parsley to help with fresh 

breath and it's super easy.  
 

Parsley Meatballs  

1 pound ground turkey or other meat  

1 egg  

1 Tsp. chopped parsley  
 

Optional:  

add 1/4 shredded Cheese  

1/2 cup chopped veggies  

 

Directions: Mix all the ingredients together and shape into 

meatballs. Bake at 350 for 10 minutes or until browned. 

Let cool and serve.  

These will be a hit with your dog!  

Depending on size of meatballs, should make about 15. 

You can freeze them too.  

Meatballs with Parsley  

 

 
If you have any questions or would like 

some information on the AATU Tamas-

kan or the TBA please contact us at:  

E-mail: info@tamaskanbreeders.com  

Website: http://

www.tamaskanbreeders.com  

TAMASKAN BREEDERS 

ASSOCIATION  


